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“Mark Arden has really 

fought hard with every-

thing he has in this 

case, I would tell any-

one that can use this 

law firm to do so.” 

- Shelby Barr 
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I feel very fortunate to have spent the last 33 years being 

an advocate for you, our clients.  People who were wronged, 

betrayed and lied to by the most powerful groups of people 

in our country, the insurance companies and major corpora-

tions.  Some groups portray us as “ambulance chasers” and the people 

we represent as undeserving and taking advantage of the system.  The 

nicest words I can say to those people is “hogwash” and quite honestly 

that offends me and it should offend you too.  

As “Trial Lawyers“, we take great pride in the work we do and the re-

sults we have achieved.  Every attorney, paralegal, legal assistant, law 

clerk and runner feels the same way about what we do and who we rep-

resent. The folks at CSA are the most honest and dedicated people I have 

ever worked around; everyday I see their hard work, compassion and 

empathy for our clients.  I will put our team up against any other law 

firm.

 I say that with great pride.  Since this firm began in 1993 with two at-

torneys and two paralegals in a rented office downtown we have careful-

ly and thoughtfully grown to 11 attorneys, 5 offices and over 35 em-

ployees by attracting the best and the brightest.  We also screen our cli-

ents carefully so that we only represent the best clients, you.  People 

who did not ask to be hit by the out of control driver, herniate a disc by 

lifting too much weight for their employer or contract cancer from dan-

gerous products.  No one wants the devastating effects of these events 

in their lives. When that unfortunately happens no one should be called 

“undeserving.” 

Ask the wife and children of the steel worker whose husband and father 

died when an unsecured steel beam fell on his head and took his life if 

they are undeserving. What about the person paralyzed because they 

were struck by a drunk driver or the person whose credit has been ru-

ined because of the medical bills the insurance company won’t pay?  

They deserve fairness and need a voice.  Whether it’s a $3,000 jury ver-

dict or a $10,000,000 settlement, the clients we represent are deserving. 

We are passionate about what we do and who we represent.   I want to 

thank you for allowing us the privilege to represent you and your loved 

ones.  You are deserving of the best representation available and we are 

proud to be “Your Law Firm!” 



IVC FILTERS: DEVICE AND CASE HISTORY 

By: Graham Newman 

Our New Home 

Some of you may not have heard yet, but 

Chappell Smith & Arden has a new home.  

We loved our space on Calhoun Street, 

but we outgrew it and now we are located 

at 2801 Devine Street, Suite 300 inside 

the Devine Station Building.  Our new 

office offers our clients a private waiting 

area with televisions, beverage bar and 

private conference and intake rooms so 

that you can meet with your attorney with 

no interruptions or distractions.   

Blood clots are a common—and potentially fatal—condition associated with significant trauma and a variety of surger-

ies and medical treatments. Typically forming in the legs, clots have the ability to travel to your lungs, plugging vital 

vessels in those organs and resulting in a pulmonary embolism. One-third of people with untreated pulmonary embo-

lisms do not survive.  

In the 1970s, medical engineers developed the first “IVC filter” to implant into patients at risk for blood clotting who 

could not take blood thinners.  

“IVC” is an acronym for the inferior vena cava, the largest vein in the body. With an average diameter of 2 centimeters, 

the function of the inferior vena cava is to drain all of the deoxygenated blood from the lower body into the heart, at 

which point the blood is pumped to the lungs for a new dose of oxygen. The “IVC filter” is a metallic, net-like device 

inserted into the inferior vena cava through the femoral vein. The metal prongs of the filter are designed to stop signifi-

cant clots in the IVC, thereby preventing their migration to the lungs.  

The first “retrievable filters” began to be implanted in late 2003. The marketing efforts of Bard, Cook, and Cordis dra-

matically increased the ubiquity of the product: in 2004, 49,000 filters were implanted; by 2013, approximately 400,000 

Cook filters, alone, were implanted . 

But trouble was on the horizon. The “retrievable” filters turned out to be not-so-retrievable. Within weeks of the filters’ 

insertion, the walls of the inferior vena cava began to grow around the metal “legs” of the filter. This increased the dan-

ger of removal of the filters, as doing so risked puncturing the largest vein in the body—a possibly fatal consequence 

for the patient.  

As more doctors abandoned the practice of retrieving these devices, additional problems began to arise. The filter 

“legs” began to punch through and protrude from the walls of the inferior vena cava. The device would sometimes tilt, 

placing unequal pressure on the legs. Those that did not punch through the vein often broke off, becoming free-floating 

objects and lodging themselves in the patient’s heart or lungs. Worst of all, the device broke free of the vein of some 

patients, becoming lodged in the heart and requiring open heart surgery.  If you or a loved one have an IVC filter, 

please call us for more information and to see if we can help.  



Trucking Accidents, We can Help. 

By: Hugh McAngus 

 Trucking companies and truck drivers play a vital role in our nation’s economy.   They deliver goods from our ports 

and railway stations, food to our grocery stores, clothes and goods to our retail stores, gasoline to keep our cars run-

ning, and much more.  Driving trucks is a rewarding profession, but it can also be stressful and solitary, with days or 

weeks spent on the road away home and family.     

Most trucking companies and truck drivers are good hardworking people who take their jobs seriously.  And that is a 

good thing because the operation of large commercial motor vehicles comes with great responsibility.   Each year 

there are roughly 500,000 roadway crashes with more than 3,500 fatalities involving large trucks or buses.  Because 

of this, there are specific safety rules in place that apply to trucking companies and truck drivers to prevent or mini-

mize injuries, fatalities, and property damage caused by large truck crashes.  

Operating a 72 foot long, 80,000 pound vehicle combination with air brakes and an articulating trailer takes knowl-

edge, skill, and training.  When a tractor trailer is operated in a dangerous manner, a driver is pushed to make one 

delivery too many, or a company chooses to put unsafe equipment on the roadways, it endangers all of all of us.   

CSA-Law maintains an active trucking litigation practice representing people who have been injured or lost loved 

ones in tractor trailer wrecks.  We have handled wrecks caused by speeding drivers, drug use, faulty equipment, ill-

trained drivers, fatigued drivers, and much more; and we are here to help if you, your family, or friends have any 

questions.  

After all the information is gathered, the lawsuit moves into the resolution stage.  Cases are resolved by settling before a 

trial at mediation, or at trial.  Mediation is an in-person settlement discussion with a mediator. Mediators are other law-

yers that try to help both sides reach an agreement on the case.  If no settlement can be reached, the case goes to trial.  

It is presented in front of a judge and a jury then a final verdict is rendered.  It is our hope at CSA-LAW that we make the 

litigation process as simple as possible for our clients.  

Meet your Litigation Team 
William Starnes, Mark Chappell Jr., Mark Chappell, Hugh McAngus, 
Graham Newman, Patty Boatwright, Jacob Born, Kimberlyn Young, 
Erica Ricano, and Bonnie Sluce 

Litigation is a word that is used to describe lawsuits, but what 

does it actually mean?  When is my case actually being litigat-

ed? It is a broad term, which has a lot of moving parts.  Litiga-

tion comes with its own rules, its own deadlines, and its own 

vocabulary.  It can be a long and intimidating process, but be-

comes easier to understand when you break it down.   In its 

most basic sense, litigation, is the road your case travels after a 

lawsuit has been filed with a court.  The other parties are given 

notice of the lawsuit and given a chance to answer.  After the 

lawsuit has been answered, the second stage is the discovery 

stage.  This is where information is gathered by both sides of 

the case.  Written questions are sent to both sides; witnesses, 
doctors and the people involved in the action that caused the 
lawsuit are interviewed under oath. 

What is  

By: William Starnes 

Litigation?



Adopt a pet 

Two dogs who have been

with Homeward Bound
for more than a year awaiting 
their for-ever home are Lucky 

& Ollie.  

5 year old Lucky is a 90lb

Coonhound. He is housetrained,
gets along well with other dogs, 

loves kids,  but due to his

prey drive, will not be suitable 
for a home with cats.

Ollie is a 9 year old 
Carolina Dog mix.  

His foster mom says he’s 
the best foster dog she’s 

ever had. He is 
housetrained, great 

with other dogs  and
all-around sweet. He always 

has a smile on his face.

To find out more about Lucky 
or Ollie, contact Homeward 

Bound at 803-454-9094 or by 
email at  

homewardboundrescue@hotmail.com 

Chappell Smith & Arden

2801 Devine street Suite 300

Columbia, SC 29205 
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$10 dollar registration fee 
(covers Owner and 2 dogs)

All proceeds to benefit Homeward Bound 

MAY 6th 2017! 

Starts at 8am at 2801 Devine Street 
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Homeward Bound Pet Rescue is an all-volunteer, 501c3 nonprofit 
animal rescue in the Columbia/Irmo area of South Carolina. Their 
goal is to make a difference in the community by rescuing stray, 
homeless and abandoned animals, primarily dogs, from high-kill 
shelters and owners who can no longer provide for them. They do 
not have a facility, therefore their dogs stay in foster homes until 
adopted.  They  accept all breeds, sizes, and ages into the rescue 
and provide all necessary veterinary care, including spay/neuter 
& routine vaccinations, food,& supplies needed to care for each 
pet until adopted. 
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