From our Family to Yours, Merry Christmas!

The scripture says it best….
"Of whom much is given, much is expected."
Happy Holidays
A Message from Mark Chappell
I guess this will be our Holiday Newsletter. A time when we reflect on the Blessings in our
lives and are appreciative for those around us. This newsletter will certainly do all of that
but will also take time to reflect on the experiences of one of our attorneys who has recently
had to relive some historic events in our nation’s past. Peter Leventis joined CSA in 2016,
after time practicing with another law firm, but more importantly as a second career before
becoming a lawyer. Pete started his professional career as a Special Agent of the US Secret
Service shortly after his graduation from the University of Virginia. Among his many
assignments within that Agency was protecting members of the U.S. Executive branch
including several Presidents of the United States. In 2001 he was assigned to the New York
field office when on September 11th, his life and the lives of all Americans was changed
forever. Pete survived that day and his change of career and perspective on life and the
Justice system has made him the amazing advocate for our clients that he is today.
We are proud to have Pete at Chappell Smith and Arden, not only because of his qualities as an outstanding lawyer, but
equally for his qualities as an outstanding person who has served this country, seen the best of human nature and the worst
of mankind’s hatred. Those are perspectives which manifest in and create empathetic and passionate advocates. So as we go
through the Holidays, please appreciate the Blessings that we have in our Country, the sacrifices made, and the arduous
journey ahead to protect our constitutionally guaranteed rights and freedoms from those without and within our borders
who would seek to undermine Justice.

September 11th ... 20 Years Later
It is unbelievable to me that within the past few months we marked the 20th anniversary of
the September 11, 2001 attacks on our nation. I was a very young man back then, living in a
small apartment in Hoboken, NJ with two fellow graduates from the University of Virginia.
They were from New York and New Jersey. I had grown up in Sumter, SC, and while I had
seen much of the world, New York City can still be an overwhelming place for a small town
South Carolinian in his early twenties.
I was assigned to the New York City field office in lower Manhattan as a Special Agent for the
U.S. Secret Service on an international electronic crimes task force. I woke up earlier than
usual on September 11th and rode into work with a colleague. In retrospect, that decision
may have saved my life – the subway stop from the Hoboken train to the World Train Centers
was several stories beneath the ground in a sub level of the World Trace Centers. My offices
at that time were on the 9th and 10th floors of 7 World Trade Center, a forty-seven story red
granite building.
What started out as a routine morning ended up being anything but. I was getting off the elevator from grabbing breakfast with a
group of agents when I heard a tremendous explosion. The building rocked; the lights flickered. Moments later a fellow agent,
and my car pool partner from that morning, came running out of the squad bay area yelling, “They just bombed the World Trade
Center!” We all bolted to the stairs. I remember placing my breakfast tray in the corner with some other agents in the stair well,
almost as if I would get back to it at some point. 7 WTC collapsed hours later from fire and damage inflicted to it when the debris
from the North Tower crashed into the building.
It was a chaotic and unimaginable scene for the next several hours. Most of the people have probably seen or watched more
expansive footage of the events than I have. The sites, smells, sounds, explosions, and carnage from that day are things that I wish
greatly, even today, I could un-see, never have heard, experienced or felt, but alas they happened.
Late that afternoon, I ended up collapsing on a NJ State Police boat while escaping Manhattan back across the Hudson River to
Hoboken. I did not realize it at the time, but my adrenal glands had kept firing over, and over again for hours. That, along with
smoke inhalation, had wreaked havoc on my body. I healed up from my physical injuries rather quickly. I was released from the
hospital in Hoboken on the morning of Sept. 12th, and immediately reported back to work at what was now the “former site” of
the World Trade Centers.” It was like walking on the surface of the moon, everything – every inch of the area in lower
Manhattan – was covered in ashen dust, and the stench of the remains of the buildings. We did not realize at the time just how
harmful all of that dust could or would be. I worked the next 78 days straight, until I finally had the opportunity to see my family
over Thanksgiving.
Twenty years after the fact, it is very real to me, yet a historical event to most. It is unfathomable to me that I have now lost more
colleagues from the aftermath and latent health effects of those events than I did on that day. I used to get a lot of anxiety when
September 11th documentaries or flash back scenes would come on over the television. Now days, I have more of a lump in my
throat when I await the results of my annual chest X-ray, due all the things I inhaled on September 11, 2001.
Back then, if I would have likened September 11th to anything, it would have been the worst horror movie or nightmare
imaginable. Two decades later, I may as much relate it to the Charles Dickens’ play, “A Christmas Carol.” If you are not familiar,
I highly recommend the Disney Cartoon version. 178 years after Dickens first wrote it, I feel comfortable that a spoiler alert may
not be required. The tale is about a man, Ebenezer Scrooge, who in a single night experiences the remembrance of his past, his
present, and foresees a vision of his future death – all done at separate Christmases in his life. Upon seeing his own death,
Ebenezer realizes he has wasted much of his life through his many poor choices. The miracle for him is that he does not die that
night. He awakens from these visions in time for (at least one more) Christmas, and the opportunity to make different choices in
his life.
My personal experiences in September 11th were part of a very public and historic event for this nation and the world. However,
one thing I have certainly learned is that no one person can lose, or gain, anything greater than life. It certainly does not have to
be September 11th. Most everyone reading here has had their own life or death experience, or that of a loved one. Be it a heart
attack, a car accident, combat, a crime, a medical mishap or a natural disaster – there is nothing greater that a person can lose
than life. And it will be asked of you one day, for most of us on a day we least expect.
So in that mindset, like old Ebenezer Scrooge after seeing a vision of his death, do your best to wake up and rejoice every day. It is
Christmas season, and you have not missed it! No one can change the past. Yet, while you are still here, you can shape the future
of yourself and those around you. I challenge you to try your very best to shape your future, and the future of those around you,
for the better, remembering each and every day is a blessing.
-Peter P. Leventis, IV

The 2021 CSA-LAW Christmas Challenge!
For the fourth year in a row, Chappell Smith & Arden, P.A. has challenged other local law firms
to participate in the CSA-LAW Christmas Challenge. We asked each law firm to bring in food
for Harvest Hope Food Bank and new, unwrapped toys for Toys for Tots. The firm with the
most donations wins a party from Chappell, Smith & Arden. We can't wait to see who wins this
year! Keep checking our Facebook and Instagram for updates!

The Bar and Grill - Holiday Edition - Chocolate Reindeer Cookies
Ingredients:

Decorations:

2-3/4 cups all-purpose flour
1-1/4 teaspoons baking soda
1/2 teaspoon salt
3/4 cup butter, cubed
1-1/2 cups packed brown sugar
2 tablespoons water
2 cups semisweet chocolate chips
2 large eggs
1/2 teaspoon almond extract
1 can (16 ounces) chocolate frosting

-Candy eyes
-Reese's mini white peanut
butter cups
-Miniature pretzels
-Peanut butter M&M's

Instructions:
(1) Whisk together flour, baking soda and salt. Place butter, brown sugar and water in a large saucepan; cook
and stir over low heat until butter is melted. Remove from heat; stir in chocolate chips until smooth. Stir in
eggs and extract. Stir in flour mixture. Let stand until firm enough to shape, about 15 minutes.
(2) To freeze dough, shape level tablespoonfuls of dough into balls; flatten each to 1/4-in. thickness. Place in a
covered container, separating layers with waxed paper; freeze until firm. (May be frozen up to 3 months)
(3) To bake, preheat oven to 350 degrees. Place frozen dough portions 2 in. apart on greased baking sheets.
Bake until set, 12-14 minutes. Remove from pans to wire racks; cool completely.
(4) Spread cookies with frosting, reserving a small amount for mouths. Decorate faces with candy eyes; add
peanut butter cups for snouts, pretzels for antlers and M&M's for noses. Pipe mouths with reserved frosting.
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Pet of the Month!
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Attorney Graham Newman and COO Bill McArtor presenting the
check from the 2021 Teal Day 5k to Sandy Boozer of The Ovarian
Cancer Coalition of Central South Carolina.

Snickers is a 10 year old shepherd mix,
who is looking for a retirement home
where he can take walks and get in a
good afternoon snooze. He enjoys play
time in the yard and relaxing with his
family equally . Snickers will do best in
a home without other dogs or cats.
Snickers if fully vaccinated, neutered,
and housetrained. 70 lbs.
If you would like more information on
Snickers or any of Homeward Bound's
dogs email
homewardboundrescue@hotmail.com.
Adoption events at Petsmart 246
Harbison Blvd., Columbia, SC are
scheduled to resume in January 2022!
Watch Homeward Bound Pet Rescue's
website and Facebook page in the
upcoming weeks for more details. In
the meantime they continue to accept
applications via email. Homeward
Bound will make arrangements to meet
with approved adopters individually to
complete the adoption. Available dogs
and application can be found on their
website
www.homewardboundrescuesc.com.
Applications may be emailed to
homewardboundrescue@hotmail.com.
Homeward Bound is always in need of
foster homes. If you can provide a safe,
loving home for a dog, use the
adoption application and indicate you
are interested in being a foster.
Homeward Bound provides supplies
needed.

