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We have once again partnered with Homeward Bound Pet Rescue this year to 
help raise money and awareness for dogs looking for forever homes. We are 

hoping to raise enough money to continue to help fund their great work with 
pet care and adoptions in our community. The mission of Homeward Bound 

is to make a difference in our community by rescuing stray, homeless and 
abandoned animals, primarily dogs, from high-kill shelters and owners who 

can no longer provide care for them. To educate the public on the importance 
of spaying and neutering their pets. To work with committed volunteers, 

foster homes and local veterinarians, to achieve our goal of saving lives. To 
ensure that each pet is adopted into a secure, loving home where they are 

treated as valued family members. 
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Seated with my curly red haired two-year-old on my lap munching on 
anything that I could find to keep her quiet, I knew it would make for an 
interesting morning.  We were seated in a banquet hall as the guests of honor 
with a thousand of the state’s most committed lawyers, politicians, Judges, and 
Justices, and she didn’t quite understand what all the commotion was 
about.  Frankly neither did I in that moment.  Mark Chappell, known as 
“Papa” to his four kids and five grand babies, was set to receive the South Carolina 
Association for Justice’s Founders Award.  This is the association’s highest honor 
and is given out sparingly (and most often posthumously) to the individual who 
portrays the values of “The People’s Advocate” and one who is recognized as 
having one of the top legal minds in South Carolina.   An advocate who is 
passionate and committed to his craft, who not only fights hard for his clients, but 
also works diligently to preserve the rule of law for the future of individuals within 
our society. As Richards McRae, immediate past president of SCAJ, stood to give 
remarks about our Papa, I quickly gave my 2 year old another round of blueberries as CocoMelon played silently on my 
phone for her distraction.  Richards spoke about a poor farm boy from Chester, SC that overcame significant adversity to 
rise to the highest echelons of respect within the South Carolina and national legal communities. He spoke of stories and 
career accomplishments that frankly I had never heard him discuss with our family.  Accomplishments that myself as a 
younger lawyer, could only dream of.  Richards told stories of how much our Papa gives back to his community, how 
he fosters the development of young lawyers, and sees his duty as a lawyer to make the world a better and safer place 
for all.  After nearly twenty minutes of Richards telling Papa’s war-stories and my continuous wrangling of a squirmy 
two year old, Papa was up to speak.  Never one to “feel old” he leapt onto the stage in his suit rather than using the stairs 
and took the lectern in front of a room full of applause.  A great orator, I have heard our Papa speak countless times 
before our church, juries, eulogies, and even to Congress, but I had never heard anything like this speech.  He 
prepared a speech for days, but didn’t use it.  He had the opportunity to talk about himself, his accomplishments, and 
why he was worthy of the prestigious founders award, but he refrained. 

Instead he spoke from his heart, the heart of a lion, and he gave thanks.  Rather than talking of his humble beginnings and 
the tens of thousands of clients across the globe he has represented, he thanked his clients for believing in him.  He gave 
thanks to Mrs. Pearson, his 4th grade teacher who believed he could one day get off the farm and change the world, he gave 
thanks to his current and former law partners for their continued support over his career, and he gave thanks to our family 
for standing by him every step of the way.  As the quintessential southern trial lawyer, he knew his audience and 
understood the gravity of the award he was about to receive so he kept it short.  Amidst a standing ovation, he lifted the 40 
pound marble trophy inscribed with the names of other great SC lawyers who had also received the award, such as 
Fritz Hollings, Ron Motley, and G. Ross Anderson, Jr.  Amidst the applause, I watched as his eyes turned misty. 

Who I know as the ideal father figure, who coached our little league teams, attended an uncountable number of 
dance recitals, took us to church on Sundays, and Boy Scouts on Wednesdays, is so much more.  His committed spirit to 
fight for the rights of his clients while maintaining the highest level of civility amongst his peers is why he earned the 
Founders Award.  To us he has always been our Papa, but to so many others he is one of the America’s greatest trial 
advocates and for that we are all grateful to have him in our lives.  After the banquet adjourned, he immediately swapped 
out the trophy for two of his grand babies and introduced them to the throngs of fellow lawyers, politicians, Judges, and 
Justices that came to shake his hand and congratulate him.  I overhead him say to the Chief Justice of the South Carolina 
Supreme Court, “This award is pretty great, but getting to share it with my family is so much greater.”  Our Papa has always 
been “The Man” to our family…but in that moment, I realized that he is “The Man” to so many more.

The People's Advocate
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The Bar & Grill 
Spinach-Feta 

Chicken Penne
Ingredients:

1 package (12 ounces) whole wheat penne pasta
1-1/2 pounds boneless skinless chicken breasts, cut into 1/4-in.-thick strips

3 tablespoons olive oil, divided
3/4 teaspoon salt, divided

1/4 teaspoon pepper
3 garlic cloves, minced

1/2 cup reduced-sodium chicken broth
1/2 cup dry white wine or additional broth

6 plum tomatoes, chopped
2 cups fresh baby spinach

3/4 cup crumbled feta cheese

Instructions:
In a 6-qt. stockpot, cook pasta according to package directions. Drain; return to pot.

Meanwhile, toss chicken with 2 tablespoons oil, 1/2 teaspoon salt and pepper. In a large skillet, cook and stir chicken, half at a time, over 
medium-high heat 3-5 minutes or until no longer pink; remove from pan.

In the same skillet, heat remaining oil over medium heat. Add garlic; cook and stir 1-2 minutes or until tender. Add broth and wine. Bring 
to a boil, stirring to loosen browned bits from pan; cook 2 minutes. Stir in tomatoes and remaining salt; cook until tomatoes are softened. 

pasta; heat through

Add chicken and tomato mixture to pasta; heat through, tossing to combine. Serve with cheese.

Beware of Lawsuit Ads on Social Media
If you are on social media, you’ve seen them. The number of lawsuit advertisements has 

increased exponentially on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and other similar platforms over the 
past few years. Most ads feature a “clickable” link and perhaps a 1-800 number. Many ads will 

not even feature a law firm’s name, however, leaving the reader unsure of exactly what he is 
clicking or who she is calling.

If you are suspicious of these social media lawsuit advertisements, you are right to be. While 
some of these advertisements are being run by legitimate law firms, many are not. Social media 

is flooded with ads designed and paid for by “case acquisition” companies. These are not 
attorneys but rather are marketing groups whose job is to “catch” potential clients before 

referring those clients to any number of actual law firms in exchange for a fee. 
The “case acquisition” advertisements focus heavily on potential clients who may have been 

injured by defective consumer products, medical devices, and medicines. These defective 
products tend to harm thousands of people in the same way throughout the United States. To 
an injured person, he or she may well have a lawsuit. To a marketing professional, however, 
that injured person is one of thousands of potential cases to be brokered for a fee. The more 

cases the marketer acquires, the more money he makes. Here’s the main problem with giving your personal information to a case 
acquisition company: you have no idea what law firm they will send you to. Case acquisition companies conduct little vetting of the 
law firms they deal with and sometimes conduct no vetting at all. The law firm you are eventually connected with could be a good 

firm—or it could be a really bad firm. One way or the other, you won’t know until it may be too late to do anything about it.
This leads to my rule of thumb on social media lawsuit ads: IF YOU DON’T SEE A LAW FIRM’S NAME, DON’T CLICK ON THE 

AD. Following this rule will help keep you out of the hands of case acquisition companies who may not have your best interests in 
mind. 

But what if you have been injured by the product in the advertisement? Simple: call us at Chappell, Smith & Arden. We handle the 
types of cases you are seeing advertised. We can meet with you in person, on the telephone, or virtually to discuss your potential 
case. And unlike the case acquisition companies that flood social media with advertisements, Chappell, Smith & Arden will have 

your best interests in mind every single time. 
Graham Newman practices product liability litigation including defective consumer products, medical devices, and pharmaceuticals at 

Chappell, Smith & Arden, P.A.
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Pet of the Month! 

Belle is a wonderful companion who 
loves time with her people! Belle is 

loyal, smart and totally house-trained. 
She is also spayed, fully vaccinated and 
microchipped. She enjoys snuggle time 
on the sofa and she loves her chew toys.  
Belle cannot live with other animals – 
no other dogs or cats. She was adopted 

and returned due to issues with new 
pets brought into the home. This has 

made it difficult to find a foster or 
permanent home for this very sweet 

girl. If you can provide a loving home, 
either as a foster parent or permanent 
home where Belle can be the only pet, 
please complete and application and 

email it to Homeward Bound Pet 
Rescue. Belle is 4 yrs old and weighs 64 

lb.   
If you would like more information on 

Belle or any of Homeward Bound's 
dogs email 

homewardboundrescue@hotmail.com 
or call 803-454-9094. 

Adoption events will be held the 1st 
and 3rd Saturday of the month at 

PetSmart 246 Harbison Blvd., 
Columbia, SC. Available dogs and 
application can be found on their 

website 
www.homewardboundrescuesc.com.  

Applications may be emailed to 
homewardboundrescue@hotmail.com 

or faxed to 803-454-9094.
Homeward Bound is always in need of 
foster homes. If you can provide a safe, 
loving home for a dog, use the adoption 

application and indicate you are 
interested in being a foster. Homeward 

Bound provides supplies needed.
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